
THURSDAY 23rd NOVEMBER 2017
5.30 REFRESHMENTS
6.15 - 7.30 ANNUAL LECTURE
Michael Chamberlin Theatre
Mary Aikenhead Building
St Vincent’s Hospital Melbourne
Entrance from Victoria Parade
near Nicholson St, Fitzroy

St Vincent’s Hospital Presents

Professor Claire Wakefield
School of Women's and Children's Health, UNSW 
Medicine, UNSW Sydney, Sydney, Australia

A ripple or a tidal wave?

Intervening early to better 
manage the impact of cancer 

on families

Head, Behavioural Sciences Unit, Kids Cancer Centre, 
Sydney Children's Hospital, Randwick, NSW, Australia

RSVP di.clifton@svha.org.au by Friday 3rd November for catering purposes.

ANNUAL LECTURE IN 
PSYCHO-ONCOLOGY 2017

Suitable for all professionals working 
in cancer and palliative care and for 

any members of the public interested 
in the cancer experience and/or 

cancer care.



Professor Claire Wakefield
School of Women's and Children's Health, UNSW 
Medicine, UNSW Sydney, Sydney, Australia

Head, Behavioural Sciences Unit, Kids Cancer Centre, 
Sydney Children's Hospital, Randwick, NSW, Australia

Claire Wakefield is a Professor at the University of NSW and leads the Behavioural Sciences Unit in the Kids Cancer
Centre at Sydney Children’s Hospital. Prof Wakefield’s research aims to delineate how best to meet the needs of
families affected by paediatric and adolescent cancer. Her focus is on developing strategies to prevent poor mental
health outcomes in vulnerable groups using evidence-based interventions and novel technology. She has a particular
interest in cancer survivorship and in the psychological implications of cancer genetics. Prof Wakefield holds several
key leadership roles, including being Chair of the Paediatrics Special Interest Group for the International Psycho-
Oncology Society (IPOS). She was also the founding Chair of the IPOS Early Career Professionals Committee. Prof
Wakefield has been named as Chief Investigator on grants worth more than $23M and has more than 110
publications. She is a Diamond Jubilee International Visiting Fellow at the University of Southampton, UK, and
received the 2014 Premier’s Award for Outstanding Cancer Research Fellow

This talk will walk the audience through the available evidence on
the impact of cancer from the perspective of the family, focussing on
the experiences of young people with cancer, parents, siblings and
grandparents. Key issues discussed will include: the impact of cancer
on developmental and educational milestones, inter-personal
relationship changes, and challenges around treatment completion
(transitioning to adult care, models of long term survivorship care).

Once impacts have been established, Prof Wakefield will present the
latest data on her suite of interventions for adolescents and young
adults with cancer (‘Recapture Life’), parents of young cancer
survivors (‘Cascade’), bereaved parents (‘By my side’) and
grandparents (‘The grandparents’ guide’). She will also address
evidence-based interventions to address other family impacts,
including introducing a collaborative project supporting parents with
cancer (‘Epic’, led by Dr Lesley Stafford).

Prof Wakefield has 
built a large program 
of work focussing on 

the psychosocial 
impact of cancer on 

families, particularly in 
the context of 

paediatric cancer.
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